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AMENDMEN TS TO TWB; n Al^c 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



LISTING OF CI A IMS 

Claims 1-15 (Cancelled) 



16. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting an instant messaging 
session between a first user and a second user over the Internet, said first and second users 
being associated with a first realm and a second realm restively, each said realm being 
accessible via the Internet using a protocol characteristic to said realm, each said user getting 
access to the Internet via one of a respective first and second device, at least one of said first 
and **ond devices having a storage media storing the protocol characteristic of the other 
realm, the method comprising the steps of: 

determining a current IP address of the second user-^ 

establishing a connection between said first and second users using said current IP 
address and said protocol characteristic as part of an instant messaging session; and 
encrypting an instant message dnrino ,h, instant messaging 



1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 further including sending a 

message t 0 an i M database indicating the corresponding user is online. 
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18. (Currently Amended). The method of claim 16 wherein said step of 
determining said current IP address comprises retrieving said address from fte an IM 



database. 



19. (Piously Presented) The method of elate 16 further comprising 
sending a connection request from the firs, to the second device for cashing said 
instant message session. 



20. (Previous!, Presented) The method of daim 19 farther comprising 
derating a response to said connection request by said second device accepting said 
connection request. 



2 



1 • (Cancelled) 



22. (Previously Presented) The memod of claim 16 further comprising 
displaying a window on fte screen of said firs, and second devices, said window 
indicating a list of active users. 



Claims 23-102 (Cancelled) 



Page 3 of 18 



PAGE 8123 * RCVD AT 2/27/2006 7:03:54 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/9 1 DNIS:2738300 * CSID:3127079155 * DURATION (mm-ss):0448 



FROM McANDREWS, HELD, & MALLOY 



(MON) 2. 21' 06 18:03/ST. 18 :01/NO. 4861050186 P 9 



Application No. 09/385,802 

Attorney Docket No. 4031/1 - I5719US00 



103. (Previously Presented) Tie merhed of claim 22 mrtner comprising 
di S p.av,„ e said window wirh a message area, said message area being used ,„ indic a,e 
messages between said users. 



1 04. (Canceled) 



105. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 104, wherein at least one of 
said devices is a handheld computer. 



106. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 04, wherein at least one of 
said devices is a palmtop computer. 



1 07. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 04, wherein at least one of 
said devices is a WebTV device. 



108. (Previously Presented) A method of conducting an instant messaging 
session, the method comprising: 



establishing an instant messaging session over an Internet protocol 



network 



between a first user device and a second user device, each said user device corresponding 
to a user name, each said user name corresponding to a different realm, each said realm 
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having a protocol characteristic to the realm, each said user device having an Internet 
protocol address in the realm corresponding to the user name; and 
encrypting communications in the instant messaging session. 

109. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 108, wherein at least one of 
said devices is a handheld computer. 

1 10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 108, wherein at least one of 
said devices is a palmtop computer. 

111. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 08, wherein at least one of 
said devices is a Web TV device. 

112. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting an instant messaging 
session between a first user and a second user over the Internet, 

said first user associated with a first realm having a first Instant Messaging protocol 
e feamctorintic , 

said first user connected to the Internet using said first Instant Messaging protocol 
chamotcristi e, 

said second user associated with a second realm having a second Instant Messaging 
protocol characteristi c, 
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said second user connected to the Internet using said second Instant Messaging 
protocol characterist i c 

the method comprising the steps of: 



determining a current IP address for said second user, and 
establishing a connection from said first user to said second 



user using said current IP 



address and said second Instant Messa^ i n g protocol 



as part of an instant 



messaging session. 



1 13- (Currently Amended) A method of conducting an instant messaging 
session between a first user and a second user over the Internet, 

said first user associated with a first realm having a first Instant Messaging protocol 
charactoriiitie , 

said first user connected to the Internet using said first Instant Messaging prot0 co] 
eh aractoristic, 

said second user associated with a second realm having a second Instant Messagin g 
protocol eh araotorigti e, 

said second user connected to the Internet using said second protocol Instant 
Messaging ehafaeteefetw . 

the method comprising the steps of: 

detennining a current IP address for said second user- and 
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displaying an instant message from said first user to said second user using said 
current IP address and said second Instant Messaf rinp protocol characterise. 



1 1 4. (Currently Amended) An instant message receiving system, said system 
including: 

a first user device connected to an Internet Protocol network and associated with a fust 
Internet Protocol address, a first user name, and a first realm, mid flirt mrim c.aplu, ing a fiat 
protoool characteristic ; and 

a second user device connected to said Internet Protocol network and associated with a 
second Internet Protocol address, a second user name, and a second realm, said second reafe* 
employing a second pro t ocol eharaetarist iej 

w ho roin said firm uiu tnml r>himatn . irt,v fa am,-..,- fr~ m la id zeeond pro toco l 
chamcteriiitic, 

wherein said second user device receives an encrypted instant message from said first 
user device. 



115. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 1 4, wherein at least one of said 
devices is a handheld computer. 



1 16. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 14, wherein at least one of said 
devices is a palmtop computer. 
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1 17. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 14, wherein at leas, one of said 
devices is a WebTV device. 



118. (Currently Amended) A method for receiving an instant message, said 
method including: 

transmitting an encrypted instant message fern a first user device connected to an 
internet Protocol network and associated with a first Internet Protocol address, a first user 
^ and 3 Ieah n realm u n rh;, in, , n, ■ juutuuu i U ia i uc U a^ ; and 

receiving said encrypted instant message at a second user device connected to said 
Internet Protocol network and associated with a second Internet Protocol address, a second user 
name, and a second realm.^Hdwond mhn nm|l| ,,, ^ 

^n ^nra p r qt ou. ld.u ^n fr j^^^^ , 



119. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 18, wherein at least one of 
said devices is a handheld computer. 



1 20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 8, wherein at least one of 
said devices is a palmtop computer. 
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121 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 8, wherein at least one of 
said devices is a WebTV device. 



Please add the following new claims: 



1 22. (New) The system of claim 1 14 wherein said first realm employs a first 
protocol characteristic, said second realm employs a second protocol characteristic and 
wherein said first protocol characteristic is different from said second protocol chamcteristic. 



1 23. (New) The system of claim 1 14 further including sending a message to an 
IM database indicating the corresponding user device is online. 



1 24. (New) ITie system of claim 114 further comprising displaying a window 
on the screen of said first and second user devices, said window indicating a list of 
aciive user devices. 



1 25. (New) The method of claim 1 1 8 wherein said first realm employs a first 
protocol characteristic, said second realm employs a second protocol characteristic, and 
wherein said first protocol characteristic is different from said second pnrtocol characteristic. 
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1 26. (New) The method of claim 1 1 8 further including sending a message to 
an IM database indicating the corresponding user device is online. 

1 27. (New) The method of claim 1 1 8 further comprising displaying a window 
on the screen of said first and second user devices, said window indicating a list of 
active user devices. 
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